
From time to time, the endless barrage of information we all 
receive daily makes some sense. Most is garbage and has no 
relation to the lives we live or our particular way of life. However, 
recently an article caught my attention that I felt could accurately 
portray Columbia County.

The article by Van D. Hipp, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
the Army, and author of a newly released book entitled “The New 
Terrorism: How to Fight It and Defeat It”, deals with the feelings 
of the “silent majority” and/or the “forgotten Americans”. Below 
are several excerpts:

“The forgotten Americans love their families and want a better life 
for their kids. The forgotten Americans work hard—they weren’t 
born on 3rd base and thought they hit a triple. They worship their 
God and they go to church. They pay their taxes and obey the 
law.”

Good so far, huh?

“The Americans believe in American exceptionalism. When 
America’s security is threatened, they are always the first to 
volunteer to defend her. They understand the sacrifices their 
forefathers made to give them a land of opportunity and freedom. 
And they respect and appreciate those in the military and in law 
enforcement who put on the uniform every day to protect those 
freedoms and keep us safe.” 

Sound like us?

“Yes, the forgotten Americans love their country, but today their 
government and its leaders have let them down. They see Judeo-
Christian values under attack. They are concerned about the 
erosion of the freedoms they cherish. They worry about America’s 
economy and each has a family member or knows someone who 
has looked so long for a job that our government doesn’t even 
consider them unemployed anymore. 

They see the rise of radical Islam and the real threat it poses to 
their way of life. Yet, the forgotten Americans don’t understand it 
when their President refuses to utter the phrase “radical Islamic 
Terrorism.”

They want to see American’s borders secured. However, the 
forgotten Americans don’t understand why our government, 
under both a Republican and Democrat President, would not fund 
and enforce the Secure Fence Act of 2006, which was the law of 
the land and would have helped keep illegal aliens and radical 
Islamists from crossing our borders.”

I like it more and more!

“Their kids are being taught, in the schools they fund, more about 
“political correctness” than American history. And as the events of 
Chicago sadly remind us, the political correctness they’re being 
taught is one that says that only your constitutional rights matter, 
not those of your fellow countryman.

Something is wrong and the forgotten Americans know it. They 
see the America they love slipping away and they worry about 
their children’s future in an America with less freedom and less 
opportunity.”

Whoa! Certainly sounds like me!

“The forgotten Americans really aren’t “political” and often times 
aren’t involved in the process. In fact, in 2012 some 90 million 
eligible Americans didn’t vote.

……Yes, every so often, the forgotten Americans see their values 
under siege and their way of life threatened and they always 
come home. Today, they are “coming home” and voting in record 
numbers.

….Many of the establishment don’t know what to make of the 
forgotten Americans. The truth is that the forgotten Americans 
are our most loyal and dedicated citizens when clouds appear 
on America’s horizon. They have always answered America’s call, 
whether at Bunker Hill, Gettysburg, Normandy or fighting Islamic 
terrorism. They are exactly the kind of people you want in your 
foxhole when the firefight begins.”

My sentiments exactly!

The missing portions of his article deal with a particular political 
party’s philosophy and favoritism that I avoid in these newsletters.  
If desired, I am sure you can read the entire article by researching 
his name.

The author’s thoughts certainly reflect my own personal feelings. 
Is that true of most citizens of Columbia County?  You decide and 
let me know. Part of the solution to these problems is for everyone 
to vote. Please remember and exercise your civic duty in May and 
November.
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9-1-1 
CALL IF YOU CAN/TEXT IF YOU CAN’T

The Columbia County Sheriff’s Office is pleased to 
announce that it has begun accepting text-to-9-1-1 service 
for Columbia County. Wireless customers subscribing to 
Verizon, AT&T, Sprint and T-Mobile can now send a text 
(up to 140 characters) to 9-1-1 in an emergency. Text to 
9-1-1 should only be used in an emergency situation, 
when placing a call is not possible. This system will allow 
an emergency response for callers that are deaf, hard-
of-hearing, speech impaired, or when speaking out loud 
would jeopardize the safety of the caller.

This is a migration toward the next generation of 9-1-1 
capabilities. There are only six other agencies throughout 
the State of Georgia currently providing this service, and 
this is believed to be the first in our area. By utilizing 
TeleCommunication Systems (TCS) as a vendor and 
integrating with existing equipment, Sheriff Whittle has 
provided this service with no additional cost to taxpayers. 
July, 2015 will mark the 25th Anniversary of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, and this service should prove 
beneficial to those that are speech or hearing impaired.

If there is an emergency and you are unable to 
make a call, remember these 

steps: 
* Don’t text and drive 

* In the first text message 
send the location and type of 
emergency. 

* Text in simple words - Send a 
short text message without 
abbreviations or slang. 

* Be prepared to answer 
questions and follow 

instructions from the 9-1-1 
call taker.

 Don’t Abuse 9-1-1—Text-to-9-1-1 service is ONLY 
for emergencies. 

* It is a crime to text or call 9-1-1 with a false report. Prank-
texters can be located. 

The Text-to-9-1-1 service may have challenges. 
* A text or data plan is required to place a Text-to-9-1-1 

* As with all text messages, messages to 9-1-1 may take 
longer to receive, may get out of order, or may not be 
received at all. 

* Photos and videos cannot be sent to 9-1-1 at this time. 

* Text-to-9-1-1 cannot include more than one person. Do 
not send your emergency text to anyone other than 9-1-1. 

* Voice Calls to 9-1-1 Are Still the Best and Fastest Way to 
Contact 9-1-1 

Remember, Text-to-9-1-1 service is not available 
everywhere in Georgia and the U.S.

Sponsored by: 
Columbia County Extension & 4-H 

WHEN: Saturday, April 23  Noon to 5:00 p.m. 
WHERE: Lady A Pavilion , Evans Towne Center 

Music, Inflatables, 4-H Club Exhibitions…… 
Bring lawn chairs and blankets!   
Food and drinks are available for purchase. 
MORE INFO ?  www.ugaextension.com/columbia 



APRIL 2016
Date Time Program Age Description Branch

Tuesdays, Thursdays, & 
Saturdays through April 16

10 AM- 2 PM AARP Tax Help Adults AARP volunteers provide free assistance with your taxes on a first-come, first-served basis. Evans

Mondays through April 18 10 AM- 2 PM AARP Tax Help Adults AARP volunteers provide free assistance with your taxes on a first-come, first-served basis. Euchee Ck

Tuesdays starts May 24 10:15 AM & 11 AM Baby & Me Children Calling all babies!  Bring your littlest ones to this class made just for them! Evans

Tuesdays through May 17 10:30 AM or 6 PM ESL Classes Adults Free English Language classes are now offered at the Evans Branch.  Evans

Tuesdays through May 17 10:30 AM Child Enrichment All ages 
children

Join us for stories, songs, dancing and the coolest crafts around.  No registration required. Harlem

April 2,. 16 & 30 12 PM Saturday Chess Club All Patrons Saturday Chess Club has no age limits and registration required. Euchee Ck

April 3 2:30 PM Craft Baskets Out of Newspapers & 
Magazines 

Adults Join us to craft, reuse, and recycle!  Registration is required by calling 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans

April 4 4 PM Young Makers Program (ages 8-12) Children This new Maker Space program is geared especially for children ages 8-12.  Kids will learn about science, engineering, and 
design with hands-on experiences.

Evans

April 4 5:30 PM Super Novas Club (Water Filtration 
Experiments)

Children Water Filtration Experiments- experiment with cool water works so come prepared to have fun with water. Euchee Ck

April 4 5:30 PM YA Craft Night (Silouhette Art Project) Teens This crafty project will make your silouhette into a work of art! Euchee Ck

April 4 6:30 PM Doodle Hour: Adult Coloring Adults You've seen the trend, now try it!  Join us for a relaxing evening of coloring. Evans

April 5 11 AM Teddy Bear Picnic Children Bring a sack lunch, a blanket, your favorite stuffed friend and picnic with us on library grounds! Evans

April 6 10 AM Wildlife Presentation w/ Fort Gordon Children Our friends from Fort Gordon will introduce us to our native wildlife in this fun program. Euchee Ck

April 6 11 AM Morris Museum of Art Child 
Enrichment

Children Join us for a story and craft with our friends from the Morris Museum of Art. Evans

April 6 12 PM Doodle Hour: Adult Coloring Adults You've seen the trend, now try it!  Join us for a relaxing hour of coloring. Evans

April 6 2 PM Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Party Children Come test your ninja skills with games and challenges.  Cowabunga, dudes and dudettes!  Recommended for ages 6 & up. Evans

April 7 2 PM STEAM @ Hogwarts: Potion making 
class

Children Learn science and math concepts while having Harry Potter fun.  Recommended for ages 6 & up. Evans

April 7 & 11 3:30 PM Faux Stone Planters, Part 1 & 2 Adults We will be making faux river stone planters from oven bake clay. We will fill them with plants in part 2.  Registration required. 
Call 706-863-1946 ext 4.

Evans

April 8 11:30 AM Senior Studies 101 Lunch & Learn Adults Join us for a different senior studies topic each month.  Call 706-863-1946 ext. 4 for details and registration. Evans

April 8 3 PM Genealogy Club Adults Join us to learn the basics of finding your roots.  Registration required by calling 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans

April 9 10 AM Keep Calm & Coupon On Adults Learn the basics of couponing and start saving money!  Registration required by calling 706-556-0594. Euchee Ck

April 10 2:30 PM Craft Lesson: How to Make Baskets Out 
of Newspapers & Magazines 

Adults Join us to craft, reuse, and recycle!  Registration is required by calling 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans

April 11 5:30 PM Family Movie Night All Ages Join us for a family movie and fun for the whole family. Light refreshments will be served. Euchee Ck

April 11 6 PM Humana Medicare 101- Get All Your 
Questions Answered

Adults Do you have questions about Medicare?  We have answers.  Evans

April 11 7 PM Pub Fiction Book Club Adults The April selection is The Awakening by Kate Chopin.  Join us for a different kind of book club.  We meet at Pizza Central in Evans. Pizza Central, 
Evans

April 12 4 PM Beginner's Guitar Class Teens Join us for drop-in guitar instructions.  This program is for ages 11-18.  Registration required.  Cal 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans

April 14 1 PM Columbia County Genealogical Society Adults Whether you're just staring out or you're an expert on your family tree, this is the club for you! Euchee Ck

April 14 4 PM Factionless Fun Teen Book Club Teens The April selection is The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins. Harlem

April 15 10 AM Online Genealogy Adults Registration required.  This class will cover free on line websites useful  for genealogy research. Evans

April 18 & 28 4 PM Maker Space (ages 13-18) Teens Teens will have the opportunity to work on their own projects under staff guidance. Evans

April 18 6:30 PM Monday Night Book Discussion Adults The April selection is The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins. Evans

April 21 11AM Adult Time-Out (Personalized Stem 
Glasses)

Adults Sometimes adults need a time out.  Join us to make personalized stem glasses.  Euchee Ck

April 21 11:30 AM Brown Bag Book Discussion Adults The April selection is The American Boy by Andrew Taylor. Evans

April 21 4 PM Harlem Book Club Adults The April selection is Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee. Harlem

April 21  6 PM Surviving Market Swings Adults Learn to plan for fluxuations in economic markets.  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details and registration.  Evans

April 24 3:30 PM Humana Medicare 101- Get All Your 
Questions Answered

Adults Do you have questions about Medicare?  We have answers.  Evans

April 25 5:30 PM YA Game Night Teens Teens can join us for games and fun.  Registration required Euchee Ck

April 26 4 PM Guitar Club Teens Meet to discuss and share guitar tips, techniques, advice, etc.  Ages 11 to 18. Evans

April 28 10:30 AM On the Same Page Book Club Adults The April selection is The Walnut Tree by Charles Todd. Euchee Ck

April 28 5:30 PM Parents' Night Out Adults "Learn how felt stories can help get your child ready to read! Bringing your own scissors is encouraged.  Refreshments will be 
served.  *This is an adult program.  Please help us to focus our attention on you by arranging childcare for your children.”

Evans

April 29 11 AM STEM Class- Mathematical Ways of 
Thinking

Children Children in grades 3-5 can practice math concepts in a fun environment. Evans

April 30 10 AM-3:30 PM Intro to Leadership Teens & 
Adults

What does it take to be an effective leader?  Learn the basics in this class.  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details and registration. Evans
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MAY 2016
Date Time Program Age Description Branch

Mondays starts May 16 10:30 AM Child Enrichment Children Join us for stories, songs, dancing and the coolest crafts around.  No registration required. Euchee Ck

Tuesdays starts May 17 10:30 AM Baby & Me Children Baby & Me Class is for children under 2 years old.  No registration required. Euchee Ck

Mondays, Wednesdays, & 
Thursdays starts May 23  

10:15 AM Two-ddlers Class Children Toddler Time is for children 2-3 years old.  No registration required. Evans

Mondays, Wednesdays, & 
Thursdays  starts May 23

11 AM Preschool Time Children Preschool Time is for children 3-5 years old.  No registration required. Evans

Tuesdays & Thursdays starts 
May 24

4:30 PM Afternoon Adventures Children Afternoon adventures is for all ages of children.  Stories, songs, dancing and the coolest crafts around.  No registration required. Evans

May 2 5:30 PM Super Novas Children Call 706-556-0594 for details about this month’s craft. Euchee Ck

May 5 5:30 PM Puppet Show Children Join us for a creative retelling of the Three Little Pigs!  Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans

May 9 5:30 PM Movie Night All ages Join us for a movie and family fun for all ages.  Light refreshments will be served. Euchee Ck

May 9 7 PM Pub Fiction Book Club Adults The May selection is Where’d You Go Bernadette by Maria Semple.  Join us for a different kind of book club.  We meet at Pizza 
Central in Evans.

Pizza Central, 
Evans

May 10 4 PM Beginner's Guitar Class Teens Join us for drop-in guitar instructions.  This program is for ages 11-18.  Registration required.  Cal 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans

May 11 & 18 10 AM- 3:30 PM Computer Boot Camp (Parts 1 & 2) Adults Are computers a mystery?  This is the class for you!  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 to register. Evans

May 12 1 PM Columbia County Genealogical Society Adults Whether you’re just starting out or you’re an expert on your family tree, this is the club for you! Euchee Ck

May 12 4 PM Factionless Fun Teen Book Club Teens The May selection is Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins. Harlem

May 12 6 PM Social Security Filing Strategies Adults Are you confused about filiing for Social Security?  This class will give you answers.  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 to register. Evans

May 13 11:30 AM Senior Studies 101 Lunch & Learn Adults Join us for a different senior studies topic each month.  Call 706-863-1946 ext. 4 for details and registration. Evans

May 13 3 PM Genealogy Club Adults Join us to learn the basics of finding your roots.  Registration required by calling 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans

May 14 12 PM Saturday Chess Club All ages Saturday Chess Club has no age limits and registration required. Euchee Ck

May 15 3:30 PM Humana Medicare 101- Get All Your 
Questions Answered

Adults Do you have questions about Medicare?  We have answers. Evans

May 16 & 26 4 PM Maker Space (ages 13-18) Teens Teens will have the opportunity to work on their own projects under staff guidance. Evans

May 16 6:30 PM Monday Night Book Discussion Adults Our May selection is The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon. Evans

May 18 4 PM Genealogy Club Adults Join us to learn the basics of finding your roots.  Registration required by calling 706-863-1946 ext 4. Harlem

May 19 11 AM Adult Time Out Adults Even adults need some time out.  Call 706-556-0594 for details about this month’s program. Euchee Ck

May 19 11:30 AM Brown Bag Book Discussion Adults The May selection is Going after Cacciato by Tim O’Brien. Evans

May 19 4 PM Harlem Book Club Adults The May selection is Midnight In the Garden of Good and Evil by John Berendt. Harlem

May 19 6 PM Understanding Annuities Adults Do annuities have you scratching your head?  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 to register for this class. Evans

May 20 All Day Summer Readings Begins All ages We have great Summer Reading Programs for kids, teens, and adults!  Don’t miss it! All Branches

May 20 11:30 AM Humana Medicare 101- Get All Your 
Questions Answered

Adults Do you have questions about Medicare?  We have answers. Evans

May 20 1 PM Summer Reading Kick-off All ages Come out and sign up for your local Summer Reading Program Euchee Ck

May 21 10 AM- 3:30 PM Intro to Leadership Teens & 
Adults

What does it take to be an effective leader?  Learn the basics in this class.  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details and registration. Evans

May 23 5:30 PM YA Game Night Teens Teens can join us for games and fun.  Registration required Euchee Ck

May 24 10:30 AM Savannah River Ecology Lab Reptile 
Show 

Children Joins us and meet wildlife with scales or shells! Harlem

May 24 2:30 PM Therapy Dogs Children Come learn how these wonderful dogs perfom tricks and also how they become therapy dogs Euchee Ck

May 24 4 PM Guitar Club Teens Meet to discuss and share guitar tips, techniques, advice, etc.  Ages 11 to 18. Evans

May 25 10 AM Word 101 Adults Learn the basics of Microsoft Word.  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details and registration. Evans

May 25 1:30 PM Power Point 101 Adults Learn the basics of Microsoft Power Point  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details and registration. Evans

May 25 2 PM or 3 PM Reptile Shows Children Joins us and meet wildlife with scales or shells!  We are offering two times.  Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans

May 26 10:30 AM On the Same Page Bookclub Adults The May selection is Bridge To Haven by Francine Rivers. Euchee Ck

May 26 4 PM Cookbook Club Adults Bring your favorite recipe from a friend! Harlem

May 26 5 PM - 7 PM Evans Branch 10th Anniversary 
Celebration

All ages Join us to celebrate 10 years at the Evans branch with programs, prizes, refreshments, and more! Evans

May 26 6 PM Long Term Care & Estate Planning Adults Learn the basics of long-term care and estate planning.  Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details and registration. Evans

May 28-30 All Day All Columbia County Libraries Closed 
for Memorial Day

All libraries closed for Memorial Day. All

May 31 10:30 AM Magic Show w/ Chad Crews Children Join us for a spectacular performance by Chad Crews! Harlem

May 31 2:30 PM Magic Show w/ Chad Crews Children Join us for a spectacular performance by Chad Crews! Euchee Ck

May 31 6:30 PM Magic Show w/ Chad Crews Children Join us for a spectacular performance by Chad Crews! Recommended ages 3+. Evans



REED CREEK PROGRAMS APRIL

VISIT US TODAY! www.ColumbiaCountyGa.gov

BUSY BEAVERS
Most people think of these mammals as pests, but it’s been 
proven that they are a “keystone” species; playing a role 
in maintaining biodiversity in wetland habitats. We’ll take a 
closer look at these “busy” creatures as we walk around our 
wetlands in search of beaver activity. Boots or water proof 
shoes are recommended. For ages 5 & up. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required by 
calling 706-210-4027 or email kbyne@columbiacountyga.
gov. Members: free; non-members: $2/child.

Friday, April 15th  7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

ALL ABOUT FROGS
Join us for this indoor and outdoor program to learn about 
our local frogs and how we’re studying them through a 
calling survey at Reed Creek. We’ll go outdoors to listen to 
frogs using the calling survey protocol. Boots or water proof 
shoes are recommended. For ages 5 and up. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required by 
calling 706-210-4027 or email kbyne@columbiacountyga.
gov. Members: free; non-members: $2/child.

Friday, April 22nd   7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

SNAKES, FROGS, TURTLES, OH MY!
An outreach educator with the Savannah River Ecology 
Laboratory will visit Reed Creek Park to share his knowledge 
of native wildlife and provide a close-up encounter with 
some of the animals that live in our area—the critters will 
be “live and in person.” This might be your chance to pet a 
live alligator! The program is great for all ages, so bring the 
entire family!  Free.  Pre-registration required.   
Call 706-210-4027 or visit Reed Creek Park.

Saturday,  April 30th  10:00am – 11:00am



COLUMBIA COUNTY 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS APRIL/MAY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETINGS

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Dr., Evans, GA

Tuesday April 19th     6:00pm  

Tuesdays May 3rd and 17th 6:00pm

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS

MANAGEMENT & INTERNAL SERVICES AND 
DEVELOPMENT & ENGINEERING SERVICES

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Dr., Evans, GA

Tuesday, April 12th   8:30am

PUBLIC WORKS SERVICES AND COMMUNITY AND 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Dr., Evans, GA

Tuesday, April 26th   8:30am

MANAGEMENT & INTERNAL SERVICES AND 
DEVELOPMENT & ENGINEERING SERVICES

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Dr., Evans, GA

Tuesday, May 10th   8:30am 

PUBLIC WORKS SERVICES AND COMMUNITY AND 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Appling Courthouse, Appling, GA

Tuesday, May 24th   8:30am

COLUMBIA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETINGS

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Dr., Evans, GA

Thursday April 21st     6:00pm

Thursdays May 5th and 19th   6:00pm

COLUMBIA COUNTY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY 
BOARD

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Dr., Evans, GA

Monday, May 9th    4:00pm

 
Columbia County 4-H Vidalia Onion Fundraiser  

  

Help Make the Best Better!  
4-H Vidalia Onion fund-raiser sale!  

Our Onions come straight from Farmer McDonald’s Farm...REALLY! 
YOU’LL ONLY CRY WHEN THEY’RE GONE 

OL’ McDONALD HAD A FARM E, I, E, I, O 
Please support 4-H’ers in their 4-H fundraiser of the year, they 
will be selling Georgia’s official vegetable,  
 
You can’t go wrong when your onions are grown on Mr. 
McDonald’s farm.  Available in a variety of bag sizes, just 
make sure you buy enough to last, cause you’ll only cry when 
they’re gone.   
 
UGA  Extension/4-H will  provide you with instructions on 
how to properly store your onions. 

Order your 10, 25 or 50 pound bag, and/or cookbook today.   
The bigger the bag, the better the buy! 

10 lbs…………….$12.00 50 lbs…………….$35.00 25 lbs…………….$20.00  
4-H Vidalia Onion Cookbook $10 

How can I place an order? Call 706-541-4011, anytime night or day, we’ll have the phone on. 
Cash, Check or Credit 

VISIT US TODAY! www.ColumbiaCountyGa.gov

The Columbia County Orchestra presents

Spring 2016 CLASSICS Concert
Friday, April 15, 2016 at 7:30 PM

St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church

4921 Columbia Road  |  Grovetown, GA 30813

FREE admission.  Donations accepted.

For further information go to  
www.columbiacco.org or call 706-755-5849.


